
MINUTES 
 

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BISBEE, 
COUNTY OF COCHISE, STATE OF ARIZONA HELD ON MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2014 AT 6:00 PM IN 
THE BISBEE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 118 ARIZONA STREET, BISBEE, ARIZONA. 

 
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR PRO TEMPORE DUNN AT 6:00 PM. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
 Councilmember Shirley Doughty, Ward III 

Councilmember Peter Von Gundlach, Ward II   
 Councilmember Eugene Conners, Ward I  
 Mayor Adriana Z. Badal        Excused       
 Councilmember Ken Budge, Ward I    
 Councilmember Douglas Dunn, Ward II, Mayor Pro Tempore   
 Councilmember Anna Cline, Ward III         
 STAFF 
 Jestin Johnson, City Manager  
 Ashlee Coronado, City Clerk 

Sharon Buono, Finance Director 
 Ben Reyna, Police Chief 
 Jack Earnest, Fire Chief 
 Cindy Moss, Personnel Director  
 Robert Coronado, Sergeant at Arms  
            
 CITY ATTORNEY      

Vacant       
 
THE FOLLOWING ITEM WILL BE DISCUSSED, CONSIDERED AND/OR DECIDED UPON AT 
THIS MEETING: 
 

1. Discussion and Possible Action of a measure which would order a hand re-count of all 
propositions and contested city elections voted on in the August 26, 2014 City of Bisbee Election 
prior to any certification of the results of said election by the City of Bisbee Mayor and Council. 

Peter VonGundlach, Councilmember  
 

Councilmember VonGundlach said that he would like to propose a Resolution for a hand count of the 
ballots of the Bisbee Elections.  This will put to rest the doubts that have risen as a result of the 
conflicting counts that were received.  This would be a true test of democracy.  
 
Councilmember Doughty asked that Board of Supervisor Ann English to speak about this subject.  
 
Eric Farhner, Bisbee resident spoke in support of the hand count.  Mr. Farhner asked if there were any 
sore losers in this election and what the cost would be of a hand count.   
 
Mike Holland, Bisbee resident said that he is looking forward to a presentation from the County and 
discussion between the council members.  He stated that he had concerns with problems that arose in 
actual voting, tabulating and verification of some voters.  There had been reports of a significant number 
of ballots that were received after Election Day, but postmarked on the 22nd of March or earlier.  He asked 
what the details were on the handling of those ballots.      
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Jeff Harris, Bisbee resident echoed the concerns of Mr. Holland.  The critical issue was that the voters had 
confidence in the election.  When confidence was lost democracy failed.  He said that there was no way 
that the citizens could be confident in the results unless there was a hand count.  
 
Ann English, Cochise County Board of Supervisor said that if there was anyone who suspected fraud in 
the voting process the County Attorney would be called in to ensure everything was handled 
appropriately.  She said that to her knowledge there had been no notices to the County regarding the 
election process.  She gave a detailed explanation of the process that was followed and where the 
problems occurred.  Ms. English went on to say that the County always has a plan B and that was to 
utilize Graham County.  Everything was done correctly, the numbers match up.  She said that a hand 
count was something that would have to be requested through the court.  She also said that a selective 
hand count was done and there were no discrepancies in those numbers.  
 
Jim Vlahovich, Deputy County Administrator/ Interim Elections Director, said that there were issues on 
election night, the results were pulled off the State’s reporting system the next morning.  He explained 
that the memory cards were flown by helicopter to Graham County, who is the official backup for 
Cochise County.  The numbers were verified between Graham County and Cochise County and they did 
match along.  The software vender ESS also came down with their own system and ran the cards, their 
numbers were identical.  All three matched.   He assured the Council that the numbers were accurate.   
 
Councilmember Von Gundlach asked if the selective hand counts were performed in Bisbee.  Mr. 
Vlahovich replied that the state law requires that two precincts are hand counted, Cochise County 
completed three.  They were done in Benson, Bisbee and Webb.  The hand count matches the results from 
the automated system.   
 
Britt Hansen, Cochise County Attorney addressed the comment of ballots being received after the 
Election Day.   He explained the procedure for early ballots and informed the public that ballots received 
after 7:00pm on Election Day will not be counted.  He also went into detail on the selective hand count 
that was performed.  He explained that a hand count would require an order from the Superior Court to 
unseal the ballots.   
 
Councilmember Budge said that the City was mandated to follow the state law.  He explained the process 
for a recount and the process to contest the election.  
 
MOTION: Councilmember Von Gundlach moved to propose a Resolution that the ballots are hand 
counted for Bisbee.  
 
MOTION FAILED FOR LACK OF A SECOND 

 
2. Discussion and Possible Action to consider a measure proposing repeal of the recently passed 

Bag Ordinance including possible placement of the proposed measure on the November 2014 
General Election Ballot. 

Peter VonGundlach, Councilmember  
 
Councilmember Von Gundlach proposed Resolution that Council would place a question on how we are 
going to manage the bags on the General Election Ballot.  Councilmember Doughty agreed with 
Councilmember Von Gundalch.  
 
Eric Farhner, Bisbee resident said that this issue needed to go to the voters.   
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Margo McCartney, Bisbee resident spoke in support of the bag ban.  She commented on the damage that 
bags place on the environment.  
 
Susan Blackford, Bisbee resident said that she had submitted a petition that said the following: Rather 
than doing a survey, a survey of 675 voters have spoken and she requested that Ordinance O-13-14 be 
placed on the ballot.  She stated that she contacted the Arizona Secretary of State’s Office regarding the 
timeline to place an item on the ballot.  She said that there was more than enough time to place this on the 
ballot.  She requested the right to choose.  
 
Maggie Kohanic, Bisbee resident spoke in support of the plastic bag ban.  She said that it is important to 
the environment and asked the people of Bisbee to step up and do more.   
 
Marie Minor, Bisbee resident explained that when we recycle it is only #1 & #2 plastics.  We do not 
recycle all the other kinds of plastic.  Plastic bags are not recycled within the county.  
 
Joel Carp, Bisbee resident said that we need to speak for all life forms.  The Council did the responsible 
thing by working towards a more sustainable planet.   
 
Donna Pulling, Bisbee resident said that she does a lot of cleanup of plastic bags along the highways and 
along the property around Safeway.  She said that it is the responsibility of the people who use plastic 
bags to properly dispose/ recycle them.  
 
Ed Gable, Bisbee resident said that he supported Ms. Blackford in the effort to gather signatures and they 
did their best to make sure that they were all registered voters.  He thanked Council for revisiting this 
issue.  
 
Barbara Taylor, Bisbee resident said that there are many untruths floating around about plastic bags.  She 
asked if the five cent charge was a tax or a fee.  
 
Allison McLeod, Bisbee resident said that she has never been more proud of this community because of 
the bag ban and marriage equality.  She said the easy way to avoid the charge for bags is to purchase 
reusable bags.  
 
Jeff Harris, Bisbee resident agreed that this issue needed to go to a vote.  The charge was a tax and it must 
go to a vote of the people.  He said that there is plenty of time to get the issue on the ballot.  
 
Councilmember Dunn asked Ashlee Coronado, City Clerk what would be involved in drafting a 
proposition.  Ms. Coronado replied that like other propositions, a Resolution would need to be drafted and 
approved by Mayor and Council.   
 
Councilmember Conners explained that this issue had been discussed for the past three and a half years.  
He disagreed with the fact that this needed to go to the voters.  He asked that the Community wait until 
the survey results come back. 
 
Councilmember Cline said that she was concerned about the time frame and the fact that the City does not 
currently have an Attorney.  But it needs to go to the voters. 
 
Councilmember Budge requested clarification on what was being asked of Council.  Was this a request to 
repeal the Ordinance or place it on the ballot.  Councilmember Von Gundlach replied that the purpose 
was to place the item on the ballot.  Councilmember Budge said that there was not a Resolution before 
Council at this time.   
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MOTION: Councilmember Von Gundlach moved to create and Ordinance to permit Council to repeal the 
bag Ordinance.  
SECOND: Councilmember Dunn 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
AYES: Councilmember Doughty, Von Gundlach and Cline.  
NAYS: Councilmember Conners, Budge and Dunn 
MOTION FAILED: AYES-3; NAYS-3. 

 
3. Discussion and Possible Approval of a Motion to Go into Executive Session Pursuant to A.R.S. § 

38-431.03(1) for Consideration of the Employment and Appointment of an Interim City Attorney.  
Jestin Johnson, City Manager  

 
MOTION: Councilmember Budge moved to go into Executive Session.  
SECOND: Councilmember Cline 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
AYES: Councilmember Doughty, Von Gundlach, Conners, Budge, Dunn, Cline.  
NAYS: 0. 
MOTION PASSED: AYES-6; NAYS-0. 
 
MOTION: Councilmember Conners moved to come out of Executive Session 
SECOND: Councilmember Cline 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
AYES: Councilmember Doughty, Von Gundlach, Conners, Budge, Dunn, Cline.  
NAYS: 0. 
MOTION PASSED: AYES-6; NAYS-0. 
 

4. Discussion and Possible Recommendations to Staff Regarding the Selection Process for the 
Interim City Attorney. 

Jestin Johnson, City Manager  
 
MOTION: Mayor Pro Tempore Dunn moved that the City Manager be directed to proceed in assisting the 
Mayor and Council in the Selection of an Interim City Attorney, Ann Carl.  
SECOND: Councilmember Budge 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE:  
AYES: Councilmember Doughty, Von Gundlach, Conners, Budge, Dunn, Cline.  
NAYS: 0. 
MOTION PASSED: AYES-6; NAYS-0. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION: Councilmember Conners moved to adjourn the meeting. 
SECOND: Councilmember Cline. 
MOTION PASSED: UNANIMOUSLY  
 
Adjournment: 8:07pm 

                                                              _____________________________ 
                                             Adriana Z. Badal, Mayor 
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